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Hub’s ESPN Radio tackles Pats
Friday show will feature player interviews
By SCOTT VAN VOORHIS

With football in the air,
ESPN Radio’s Boston affi-
liate is making a big move
to grab the attention of Pats
fans.
ESPN Radio Boston (AM-

890 and AM-1400) is rolling
out ‘‘Patriots Friday’’ to
cash in on mounting inter-
est in the team before the
Pats’ weekly Sunday show-
down.
The new show, which

will feature interviews with
Patriots players under a
deal with the team, is a
coup for ESPN Radio Bos-
ton, which is struggling to
compete in the shadow of

WEEI (AM-850), the area’s
dominant sports talk radio
giant.
It represents the first

deal the Boston ESPN sta-
tion has struck with a local
pro sports team for crucial
local content, providing a
counterpart to WEEI’s ‘‘Pa-
triots Monday’’ show.
The Herald’s Michael

Felger, who already does an
afternoon sports talk show
on ESPN Radio, will host
the new show, slated to run
4 to 7 p.m. Fridays.
The debut will come

Sept. 8, two days before the
Pats take on the Buffalo
B i l l s f o r t h e i r s e a s on
opener at Gillette Stadium.

‘‘I think Friday is the best
day to talk about the Pa-
triots game, or whatever is
coming up in the NFL,’’ said
Len Weiner, the station’s
program director . ‘ ‘ I t ’ s
mass appeal and everyone
cares about the Patriots.’’
The Patriots will make

available three players for
interviews about the up-
coming matchup: offensive
co-captain Troy Brown,
linebacker Rosevelt Col-
vin, and Matt Light. Also
on tap will be executives
with opposing teams and
writers.
The deal is also a score

for the Pats, giving the
team the third in what is

now a trio of radio outlets.
WEEI continues to host
‘‘Patriots Monday,’’ while
play-by-play coverage of
Pats games is carried on
WBCN (FM-104.1).
WEEI said it tried to ne-

gotiate a deal with the Pats
for a Friday show, but
couldn’t come to terms.
Still, a top WEEI execu-

tive insists his station will
still have the best show, on
the best day, including ac-
cess to Bill Belichick and
Tom Brady.
‘‘People react more after

the game than before the
game,’’ said Jason Wolfe,
vice president of program-
ming and operations for
WEEI.

N.H. cos.
mad at
area mag
over ad
refunds
By JAY FITZGERALD

A group of small
business owners in
New Hampshire is giv-
ing a local media com-
pany a lesson on how
to use the media to get
back at the media.
About 14 home-im-

provement companies
i n Nashua have
launched a mini-media
blitz in Massachusetts,
sending out scores of
letters to newspapers,
business groups and
others to complain
about how Boston-
based HomeWorks Me-
dia Group accepted
thousands of dollars for
advertisements from
them — and then never
published a new maga-
zine it had promised.
The firms want their

remaining $11,500 back
from Homeworks.
Yesterday, reacting

to a Herald inquiry, the
p r e s i d en t o f
HomeWorks agreed its
handling of the small
businesses’ complaints
‘‘has not been ade-
quate’’ and vowed to
refund the money by
the end of September.
‘‘I very much regret

that we have caused
the group frustration,’’
said president John
Kenney, whose compa-
ny pub l i s he s t he
HomeWorks Source-
book, a magazine that
provides references for
quality home-improve-
ment companies.
He said HomeWorks

did provide some on-
line and other media
services.
Philip Scontsas, own-

er of Scontsas Fine
Jewelry and Home De-
cor in Nashua, said the
group was frustrated
tha t HomeWork s
promised to start a new
Homeworks Source-
Book MetroNorth pub-
lication.
HomeWorks accept-

ed a total of $14,000 last
year — but then never
published the maga-
zine. After getting no
response from Kenney,
Scontsas said the group
decided to get even by
blitzing the Boston me-
dia with letters com-
plaining.
It appeared to be

working. Kenney said
he’s reimbursed two of
the businesses and plans
to refund the others.
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HILL TO CLIMB: WAAF morning host Greg Hill is second only to WEEI’s Dennis and Callahan in local ratings among male lis-
teners after the defection of Howard Stern to satellite radio. But Hill will soon compete with Opie and Anthony on WBCN.

WAAF host keeps focus as rivals storm Hill
By JESSE NOYES

Greg Hill is feeling pretty
good these days.
The host of the Hill-Man

Morning Show on WAAF-
FM (107.3) is enjoying the
best numbers the program
has garnered in its 17-year
history. Currently Hill’s
show notches ratings among
men that are near the top in
the Boston market, bested
only by the Dennis and Cal-
lahan show on sports talker
WEEI-AM (850).
News tha t En t e r com

Communications, which
owns bo th WAAF and
WEE I , w i l l s h e l l o u t
$30 million to buy the
WILD-FM (97.7) signal to
boost WAAF’s reach in Bos-
ton means Hill has a chance
to capture even more lis-
teners in the local market.
All of which sets the stage

for a Boston rock/talk radio
showdown. Hill, who has
taken advantage of a void
since Howard Stern departed
for satellite radio, will have
to battle with controversial
jocks Opie and Anthony as
they try to reconnect with
Boston’s male population on
WBCN-FM (104.1).
‘‘I think Opie and Anthony

are going to make an impact
in the marketplace,’’ said
Bruce Mittman, president of
advertising firm Mittcomm
and a local radio veteran
who’s worked with both Hill
and Opie and Anthony. ‘‘It is
going to be an interesting
battle in Boston between
Greg and Opie and An-
thony.’’
Male listeners tuned into

Hill after Stern left CBS Ra-
dio for Sirius Satellite Radio
earlier this year, a move that
took a bite out of WBCN’s

ratings.
‘‘I’ve been doing my show

for a long time. I think it
takes a while for people to
accept you. . . and when
Howard Stern went over to
satellite, I think people were
looking for an alternative,’’
Hill said.
The Hill-Man Morning

Show was the obvious choice
for many former Stern fans

as his replacement in the
Northeast, David Lee Roth,
tanked.
Hill says he’s not worried

about competing with Opie
and Anthony.
‘‘I don’t worry about any-

body who’s on any other sta-
tion,’’ Hill said. ‘‘(Dennis and
Callahan) would be the only
people that I would think
about, and I fully intend to

beat them.’’
But Tom Taylor, editor of

Inside Radio, said the com-
petition will be fierce as The
Opie & Anthony Show starts
pushing WBCN’s ratings
with men up. ‘‘This is a slug-
fest and part of it comes
down to local versus syndi-
cated,’’ he said.
And that’s the card WAAF

is going to play, since Hill

broadcasts locally while
Opie and Anthony work out
of New York.
Indeed, Hill’s local con-

nections with celebrities like
Dennis Leary and Theo Ep-
stein have paid off and could
be the ticket to his staying on
top.
‘‘It should make for some

interesting ratings watch-
ing,’’ Mittman said.
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