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“XM Radio suspends shock jocks”

Shock jocks "Opie & Anthony" were suspended for 30 days from their XM Satellite
Radio show yesterday after airing a homeless man's crude comments that he wanted to
have sex with Laura Bush, Condoleezza Rice, and Queen Elizabeth I1. The decision
came a week after Gregg "Opie" Hughes and Anthony Cumia allowed the remarks on
air and then apologized for doing so. It appeared last week that XM accepted the ribald
duo's apology, but after their show yesterday XM had second thoughts. "Comments made
by Opie and Anthony on [Tuesday's] broadcast put into question whether they appreciate
the seriousness of the matter," the company said in a statement. "The management of XM
Radio decided to suspend Opie and Anthony to make clear that our on-air talent must
take seriously the responsibility that creative freedom requires of them." None of this
comes as a surprise to Bruce Mittman, who first aired the "Opie & Anthony" show on
Boston-area WAAF-FM (107.3). "They have a history, and they are much more talented
than what they've been doing on the radio lately," Mittman said. "What they did was
juvenile." CBS Radio, which simulcasts most of the "Opie & Anthony" show, has not
suspended the duo and expects to air the show live this morning, including locally on
WBCN-FM (104.1), said CBS spokeswoman Shannon Jacobs. (STAFF AND WIRE
REPORTY)



